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�e series 
will explore 
Macmillan’s diverse 
and influential 
body of work

hile the story of Billy Elliot may 
have been the stuff of fairytale, in 
the late Sir Kenneth MacMillan we 

find a character whose truth proved 
stranger than fiction.

The youngest child of a working-class 
family,  MacMillan’s prodigious talent saw 
him accepted to the Sadler Wells Ballet 
School at 15-years-old. In an early display of 
his guile, determination and rebelliousness, 
the callow youth personally wrote a letter to 
Anglo-Irish dancer and teacher Ninette de 
Valois and was accepted into the school. 

He would go on to become one of the 
most influential names in the history of the 
art form as both choreographer and 
director, as well as a highly accomplished 
and talented dancer in his own right. 

From October 2017 until early November 
the English National Ballet, Birmingham 
Royal Ballet, York Dance Project, Northern 
Ballet, The Royal Ballet and Scottish Ballet 
will celebrate the life, work and legacy of Sir 
Kenneth MacMillan to commemorate the 
25th anniversary of his death.

Performances include Wayne Eagling’s 
Jeux, Gloria, MacMillan’s tribute to the fallen 
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This year, six dance 
companies come together 
to celebrate the legacy of 
legendary dancer, director 
and choreographer Sir 
Kenneth MacMillan

SWAN 
SONG

of the First World War and Song of the 
Earth. English National Ballet Artistic 
Director, Tamara Rojo CBE says: “I’m pleased 
we can present Song of the Earth in this 
anniversary year of Sir Kenneth MacMillan. 
This moving work is a wonderful vehicle for 
the talented dancers in the company. “ 

Known for his ability to craft ballets both 
ebullient and sombre, the series will explore 
Macmillan’s diverse and influential body of 
work. The shows, taking place at the iconic 
Royal Opera House, offer ballet fans the 
chance to see MacMillan’s work at a venue 
which has hosted ballet since 1734. roh.org.
uk/about/macmillan-celebration 
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C U LT U R EI N N O V AT I O N

2017 sees Gaudí’s Casa Vicens open to 
the public as a museum in homage  
to the renowned Catalonian architect 

Sir Kenneth 
MacMillan was a 
choreographer,  
director and ballet 
dancing inspiration

AN ARTISTIC  
ADDRESS

n our Holidays section 
you will read about 
Budapest’s beautiful 

and varied Art-Nouveau 
architecture, but the Paris of 
Eastern Europe would never 
have achieved its aesthetic 
splendour were it not for one  
of the most important and 
earliest proponents of the 
movement, in the Catalonian 
architect Antoni Gaudí.

Casa Vicens, one of Gaudí’s 
first important commissions, 
will open to the public as a 
museum in the latter half of 
2017. Tasked by a businessman 
to build a summer house in 
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BIRDSEYE YOU

That sound? It’s the 
world’s first flying 
selfie-drone and it’s 
buzzing your way.  
Carrying your 
phone, AirSelfie can 
fly up to 20m high to 
take panoramics, 
group shots and, of 
course, selfies, from 
hitherto unavailable 
heights and angles. 
Ever wanted a 
birdseye selfie at 
the leaning tower of 
Pisa? Well now you 
can. airselfie 
camera.com

CLEAR TASTE

Good news for 
caffeine lovers. 
Slovak company Clr 
Cff has developed 
an innovative new 
brand of colourless 
coffee which 
prevents dreaded 
teeth stains. Made 
using Arabica 
beans and pure 
water, the caffeine 
drink has no 
preservatives, 
sweeteners or sugar 
but still packs a 
roasted punch.  
clrcff.com

STREET SMARTS

When travelling, it’s 
all too easy to get 
lost or veer towards 
pricey, crowded 
tourist traps. App 
Spotted by Locals 
gives users insider 
info on cafes, 
restaurants and 
local attractions in 
various cities 
around the globe, 
with numerous 
hidden gems 
recommended by 
locals themselves, of 
course. spotted 
bylocals.com

SILENCE IS 
GOLDEN

Dutch company 
Knops has 
developed an 
adjustable 
earphone allowing 
music lovers to 
reduce interference 
from external 
sources. Someone 
listening to heavy 
metal loudly next to  
you? Not a problem. 
Just turn the dial 
and enjoy the 
beautiful sound of 
nothing but silence. 
knops.co

New products

Barcelona, Gaudí designed the 
property with little regard for 
other buildings around, the mix 
of Hispano-Arabic and Moorish 
touches – unusual for the area 
– presaging the development  
of Catalan Modernism. 

Between 1984 and 2005, 
seven of his works were 
declared World Heritage Sites 
by UNESCO. �e museum’s 
opening promises to give an 
estimated 150,000 annual 
visitors a window into the early 
period of Gaudí’s career and 
how it would go on to shape 
architecture in Barcelona and 
worldwide. casavicens.org
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