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Discover how Etihad Aviation Group is continuing the legacy of 
the Founding Father of the UAE, 100 years after his birth

The four 
initiatives

01 Humanitarian
      Freighter 

02 The Abu Dhabi  
 Experience

03 Abu Dhabi  
 Birdathon
 

04 Zayed Campus  
 & Young Aviators
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Our
Year of Zayed

pledge

etihad.com/zayed

Abu Dhabi Birdathon

Zayed A380 & Abu Dhabi Experience

Zayed Campus & Young Aviators

SUSTAINABILITY

HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT

RESPECT
Humanitarian Freighter

WISDOM

ETIHAD AIRWAYS is excited to 
announce its campaign to support 
the Year of Zayed, which marks 
100 years since the birth of Sheikh 
Zayed, the Founding Father  
of the UAE.

As detailed in this Year of Zayed 
supplement, the airline’s campaign 
is built on four initiatives, 
honouring his core values: respect; 
wisdom; sustainability; and  
human development.

 The airline is proudly continuing 
Sheikh Zayed’s legacy by offering 
complimentary cargo flights to  
UAE charities, bringing aid and 
relief to people in need around 
the world and spreading his 
humanitarian message. 

We’re also inviting 1,000 selected 
guests to experience Abu Dhabi’s 
cultural attractions from around 
the world. Additionally we are 
collaborating on the Abu Dhabi 
Birdathon, a race celebrating the 
Sheikh’s passion for conservation.

Finally, the airline is renaming 
its training buildings the Zayed 
Campus and launching Young 
Aviators, a programme to inspire 
the UAE’s next generation.

Tony Douglas, Group Chief 
Executive Officer of Etihad Aviation 
Group, says, “His vision and legacy 
have directly impacted the lives of 
millions of people in the UAE and 
around the world, many of whom 
have been beneficiaries of his 
philanthropic activities.”

Read on to discover more about 
the Year of Zayed.
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The first in a series of humanitarian flights by Etihad 
Airways in association with Emirates Red Crescent,  
the Khalifa Foundation and His Highness Sheikh  
Sultan Bin Khalifa Al Nahyan Humanitarian and 
Scientific Foundation. 

The freighter aircraft, which is branded with  
Year of Zayed materials, will work with various charities 
to help on philanthropic missions around the world,  
with the first flights having taken place in May. 

To help publicise the campaign, a select group  
of media and bloggers will be invited on the flights.

Collectively, the philanthropic organisations work  
to serve domestic and international communities  
in need, spreading health awareness and education, 
protecting children, providing clean water and ensuring 
the general welfare of the most vulnerable people 
around the world.

To reinforce the status of Sheikh Zayed as one of the 
world’s great leaders, Etihad Airways has created an 
A380 aircraft where travellers can learn about his 
achievements and commemorate Sheikh Zayed’s life 
through custom onboard services, including themed 
inflight entertainment, children’s packs and a photo 
gallery of his life. 

Plus, from June, 1,000 select travellers will be invited 
from around the world to experience the capital’s vibrant 
culture. The lucky guests will be sourced through agent 
and media familiarisation trips, influencer visits and 
promotions, such as social media competitions, held in 
key markets. 

The experience will include flights by Etihad Airways, a 
three-night stay in a hotel and visits to notable attractions 
such as the Founder’s Memorial, Sheikh Zayed Grand 
Mosque, Wahat Al Karama and The Louvre Abu Dhabi.

Etihad Airways to operate a series of 
humanitarian cargo flights on its Year of 
Zayed freighter to help those in need

To celebrate Sheikh Zayed’s life, 1,000 
select travellers will be invited to enjoy  
Abu Dhabi’s cultural attractions this year

01. 
A HELPING 
HAND

02. 
DISCOVERING  
ABU DHABI

YEAR OF ZAYED
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The third initiative focuses on sustainability and 
environmental conservation, which our Founding Father 
was passionate about. During the upcoming Abu Dhabi 
Birdathon, 10 tagged flamingos will be released and 
tracked online and across social media as they fly away 
this autumn.

Each bird will be nominated to an Abu Dhabi  
partner, who will be able to use the activity to engage  
employees, spreading Sheikh Zayed's message  
even further. 

The Birdathon begins in autumn and aims  
to raise awareness of Al Wathba Wetland Reserve  
and conservation in a fun way, a fitting tribute to Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan’s love of conservation.

Finally, Etihad Airways is launching an inspirational 
programme for schoolchildren named Young Aviators, 
providing tours of the airline’s headquarters and  
training academy. 

Pupils can take part in a flight simulation and  
have sessions with various Etihad Airways  
professionals on tours available to students. 

For the airline, the Founding Father’s legacy is of 
particular importance, and each of these interactive 
initiatives is a way of celebrating his achievements in the 
aviation industry with Etihad Airways guests. 

The Birdathon event in autumn 2018 will 
honour the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan’s commitment to conservation

Etihad Airways' Young Aviators programme 
will inspire school children with tours of the 
airline’s headquarters and training academy 

03. 
PASSION FOR 
SUSTAINABILITY

04. 
FUTURE OF 
FLYING

YEAR OF ZAYED
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